
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0020 HLC DATE:  May 24, 2010 
 PC DATE:  July 13, 2010 
     
APPLICANTS:  Valerie and Michael Weynand 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Paul J. Thompson House 
 
WATERSHED:  Shoal Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  1507 Wooldridge Drive 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3 to SF-3-H 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence – historic landmark (SF-3-H) 
combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The ca. 1937 Paul J. Thompson House qualifies for landmark designation for its 
architectural and historical significance.  The house was designed by prominent Austin 
architect Roy Thomas and is an excellent example of Colonial Revival style.  The house is 
associated with Paul J. Thompson, the director of the School of Journalism at the 
University of Texas, under whose leadership the School was established, and the Daily 
Texan became one of the country’s leading student newspapers. 

 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning 
change from family residence (SF-3) district to family residence – historic landmark (SF-3-
H) combining district zoning.  Vote:  6-0 (Leary ill). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association 
 
Architectural Description:  
Two-story rectangular-plan side-gabled Colonial Revival-styled brick house with a central 
entry framed with fluted pilasters and a segmental-arched pediment containing dentils.  
The house is 5 bays wide with a symmetrical composition.  Windows were originally 6:6 
configuration; they have been replaced with 1:1 windows.  The house was designed by Roy 
Thomas, a prominent local architect who designed many houses in the Colonial Revival 
style, as well as other period styles in the 1930s and 1940s. 

 

 



Historical Associations: 
The house was built in 1937 for Paul J. and Bess Thompson.  Thompson, a native of Illinois, 
graduated from high school in Missouri and the University of Missouri.  He came to Austin in 
1919 to teach advertising at the University of Texas.  He was instrumental in the re-
establishment of the Department of Journalism at the University of Texas after Governor Ma 
Ferguson cut all funding to the department.  Under his guidance, the Department of 
Journalism became the School of Journalism, and became a role model for standards of 
excellence for national journalism school accreditation.  The Daily Texan became one of the 
most highly regarded student newspapers in the country under his direction.  He was also 
instrumental in the construction of the School of Journalism Building on campus.  Professor 
Thompson taught at UT for 45 years; he retired in 1959 and passed away in 1964.  The house 
passed out of the Thompson family in 1966.  The current owners, Michael and Valerie 
Weynand, purchased the house in 1995. 
 
PARCEL NO.: 01150108020000  
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  The West Central 85 feet of the North 168.9 feet of the Josephine 
L. Fisher Reservation 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $16,659 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,633 
(capped). 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $1,251,111 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS: 
Michael and Valerie Weynand 
1507 Wooldridge Drive 
Austin, Texas 78703 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1937 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  Additions were made to the house in 1966, 1980, and 2009.  
The windows have been replaced.  Historic photographs show 6:6 Colonial Revival-styled 
windows on the front of the house; these have been replaced with 1:1 windows. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Paul J. and Bess Thompson (1937) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Building permit to Paul J. Thompson for the construction fo the house and garage (1937) 
 

 
Sewer service connection to Paul J. Thompson (1937) 

 

 



Building permit to W.R. Long for the construction of an upstairs addition (1966) 
 

 
Building permit to Charles Crites for the construction of an addition (1980) 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 


